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Whaia te ara totika – Make the Right Choice 

Term One 2006      Week Two – 10 February 

Dear Parents and Friends of the School 

Tena Koutou Katoa.  

Greetings and welcome back to a new school year. We extend a special 
welcome to our newest students Alex and Leah Bell and Harmony Kite. 
We have begun the year with 17 students.  

Mr Lord has resigned to pursue other interests. Mrs Tamae Dimond has 
stepped in and will be the teaching principal this term and next.  

Our community day celebrations at the end of last year went very well with 
the wider community of families and friends supporting the occasion. 
There was positive feedback and everyone who attended enjoyed the day. 
 

School Working Bee 

On the Friday and Saturday before school started we had two busy days 
having a huge clean up.  During the working bee there was a lot of 
gardening done and tidying up of the grounds.  Our storage shed, P.E 
shed and Kowhai classroom are all looking ‘spick and span’. Thank you 
very much to the following families for supporting the working bee days 
and dedicating your time to the school.  Johnston, Dimond, Bell, Gibson, 
Bungard, Batger and Cornes.  A special thanks to the Board-Hawkes 
family. 
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There are a number of people I would also like to thank for giving up their 
free time and providing resources.  Evan Cornes for repairs, Leona 
Sheeran for laundering school sports uniforms, Martha Ash for donating 
school resources and student workbooks, Thomas Love for mowing our 
lawns and Lyn May for making chair bags.  We extend a very special 
thank you to Maxine Johnston for all her hard work and time spent at 
school during the school holidays.   

 

School Assemblies 

This year we will continue to hold Friday assemblies as a fortnightly event. 
They will usually be on the even weeks of the term which will be the 
alternative week that the newsletter is published.  Parents, caregivers and 
friends are welcome to these celebrations of student success and 
achievement. They will be held at 2:30pm. 

 

Swimming 

We are swimming most days. Swimming is part of our physical education 
curriculum and children should bring their togs everyday.  If you wish your 
child to be excused from swimming please send a note to explain. 

 

Stationery 

This year we are providing all the stationery needs for your child. Later in 
the month a one off invoice for $40 will be issued and this will cover all 
stationery, art and craft items, materials and ingredients for the year.   

 

Technology 

Manual for Year 7 & 8 students is on Tuesday afternoons. They leave 
school at 12:30pm and are returned by 2.50pm. Transport is arranged 
independently of the school under a Ministry of Education contract.  Parent 
communication with the contractor is done via the school.  

Otorohanga South School is the Technicraft/Manual provider for this area. 
Our school pays a fee on the student’s behalf, however from time to time 
there is a materials charge that Otorohanga South School will advise your 
child. The other requirement is that students wear covered in shoes in the 
workshops. 

Student Health and Safety 

School commences at 9:00am each day. Attendance at school is 
compulsory and the school is accountable for recording attendance. If your 
child will not be attending school for any reason, please notify us by 
9:00am so we can account for the absence. If we do not hear from you, 
please do not be offended when we call to ascertain the reason for the 
absence. 

Once at school, students are not permitted to leave the grounds until the 
end of the school day or they are collected by a parent or caregiver. The 
grounds are supervised by a staff member from 8:15am to 3:15pm. 

 

Board of Trustee News 

The board met this week and are in the process of advertising the 
Principals position for a permanent appointment. 

Sports Day is Saturday, 25 March. We will be seeking help from 
volunteers to do the lunch canteen and baking for the cake stall. 

The next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be on Tuesday 14 
March at 6.00pm. 

 

What’s Coming Up At Waitomo Caves School 

 
  8 March  Small Schools Swimming Sports 
15 March  COPS Championship Swimming Sports 
25 March  Waitomo Caves Sports Day 
13 April  Term 1 Ends 
 

Thank You 
We would like to thank the following 
people for our wonderful sandpit. 
 

- Apperleys 
- Otorohanga Timber Co. 
- RiverRun Products 
- Paul Rattray Builders 
- Steve & Alannah Batger 


